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WHY

Have Grounds to

\either Side Is Beaten and Roth Sides

Hope That Real

Victory Is Still Possible—Agree-

- . J—
| nment No Nearer Than It
Was Two Years Ago
By FRANK H. SIMONDS
Author of “The Great War" and “They Shall Not Pass"
We have had the past f ight a and the R ins consent to peace on
] r:.rrh: Jiscuss peace, nowhere A€ B . : 4 “I'.I'l“] Fance
A vod thar \worica.  In Berlin! Put aside forever the dream of the “Lost
?‘-"nm’”' y cating with the Pr Wou B agree to v
4g German (ha b N r the } conquered?
asarian £ \ bt just & Would Italy give over the hopes of Trieste
wih Loe ""r._ i ; L nane colg INd the Trent Would Russia surren
-r :r'\ d¢ <25 sy I'.:d‘_;”_:w.‘. ier her best chance to get Constantinople,
‘De?;'jr '-n:'“ 5 “;-r,"r.~ '::'l‘ be re- * chance supported by Britain and
st what L':"_ *I'n: S - { ek S France? This, too, is inconceivable. No
- m-,:; t n-.,l. _\r_; sida d.i;”_ one can know French or British sentiment
um pot heiped “ -»I-‘.:\w‘r-i in thel 2t this hour who believes that such an ac-

st of German

(4rman press.
The Allies’ Resolution

As far as the Allied nations are eon-
wned, we know certaifi LhINESs and are
wrmitted fo SUE]S ere We know
rovernment has ¢ best of

#gt 0UT OWD E

i sondition of d sty everywhere,

wth I':|1.a:;'r-. Wi

| that a clear

" ; ]
Iy was ime that no reward

“mmensurate with the cost of continued
el

willet was attainable I'o put un-
e way, there is 1 edan, there has

w1 such development in
f:'!l! powers as |l

"derick the Great the
¥, and there yet no such general
wdition as obtained ir
il}r!'l.r of the S
¢ ia.. word, all the great nations that are
iag are still in the mood of July, 1914:
Y are prepared to fight rather than to|
.,Md’" any the points
I Which they were prepared twenty-eight |
Ranthy ago to draw the sword., We shall
", 8 e proceed in this study, that the
W9 remaine th the

any of the
Austria to yield to
first Silesian
8

the closing Years

nanish Succession.

f

essential

al new
Sitstions that have arisen since the war
_'M have not the original
;’”MWL the peace of the world still re-
™ locked up in the fate and indepen-
I"""-' Serbia, and Germany and Russia,
‘*mf‘-\'a:s in the East, are in nowise
M Lo quit the field

4 l‘&d.u Still Hope for Victory

Teace is impossible because no one s
::I"":' because neither alliance is satisfied
*I eannot win and because each alli-
Nm find in past and present condi-
H“:ﬂmnt evidence to confirm its be-
g % real victory is possible and peace
M®ent conditions a mere guarantee of

t hostilities,

e "“ what basis could peace be made

* Would Germany and her allies con-
% ¥ & return to the status quo ante, to
Sondition of July, 19147 Would Ger
&nd her ullies consent to evacuste Bel.

Northern France, Poland, Lithuania,
ebiy
o,

¢ EsAame

ovhscured

! Would they consent to the resto.
”d Belgium and Serbia; would they
the old frontiers and the old perils
&ny return for their gigantic sac-

o This is unthinkable.
ly, would the French, the Brit-

tory they have occupied.

commodation is to.day conceivable.
The

official statements show, be

Germane, ag all their public and

have » war. To support this view

of

vast extent of the terri-

they point to the long list their vie-

tories and to the

They assert that

adiock Xl

: oy
©d neither alliance shows even the pre
minary signs of cxhaustior The Effect of Passions Unchained
Peace could only come if one side were [here is one more fores
wenquered, if the approach of exhaustion reckoned wilh; i II il

. The invasion of Belgiur

Bercdsed & decisive influence upon onel.. i s
sttestant (that is. or R s [ SNl TRE SELeS; he  bon

e (LOAL 1 i Jance) | nnaliy, il Rheims and the burning of

submarnne campaign ans

iids have roused in Hritain

an cmotion that mughtl eas

peoples to continue a war ufter the hope
of vietory had departed, cither in blind

anger or in the despairing conviction that

Bethmann-Hollweg, Chancellor of the

eve that they!

h

permanent peace would be impossible wit
the authors of these acts.

Americans must understand this emo-
tion to understand the war and the condi-
{ I that

ravages in

tions of peace. i3 (‘.!”a‘.]\,— true

Rugsian East Prussia two

Vears ago have stirred Germuan passion;

t is true that f

the mass of the Germm
people look upon the British blockade witl
the same wrath that Britons regard the
Zeppelin and submarine episodes. We may
choice the

cases, but what it is essential to recognize

make our own between two

ve for al) is that the question of peace

jestion

or war in Europe to-day is not a «

of wrovinces or eolonies; before all else it

is a question of the passions the war ha
unchained.

We may conclude that both sides have
conditions on which

in their own minds

they would make peace. But before we

to examine them it is

turn worth while to

examine for a moment that interesting list

of
eliminated from the reckoning.

conditions which have already been
For it is
true that two years and a half of war, and

we are approaching this mark, have re-

. |moved from the minds of the combatants

certain expectations held at the outset,

There has been an end of some illusions;
this is plain.
No Liberalization of Germany from Without

In the first place, 't may be doubted if

there remains in London or Paris to-day

the last summer has proved that their any considerable remnant of that pro
Western line cannot be pierced, while their | gramme for the rescue of the Germar
Rumanian v has demonstrated that people from their rulers and the deliver
sheyis ficient man  power 10 anee of the small German states from
eet new foes and win new victorieS. prygsia, Two years awo this was a fa
1. N o to believe that this niiar faith. As the soldiers of the Allied
L ST CVOR) their opponents, but o vareigns marched against Republican
that the statesmén of the opposing coun- pFrance to restore the Bourbons, Britain
tries wickedly compel their peoples to g0/ ,nq France and Kussia, with some degres
muh or and at i S of difference of conviction, set out to free
es in'the Dut ' te ¢ French and British Belief (yermany from the Hohenzollerns and undo
N with the war But the French and the British reason (he work of Bismarck.
45 tn Germeny ar os, largely ‘J flerently. They believe that even|  7his notion has perished. Now it i
roagh German wholly through | " mited successes of this summer p.rcoived that the German people, like the
lemonstrate that the German armies in the | prench a century and & quarter ago, must
West can be hbeaten. They reason that decide their own fate, their own inter-
they are already superior in nunrbers, nal boundaries and all the questions
| guns wnd munitionment; they point to the | ihat belong ta a great people to decide,
of lessons of the wars of Louis XIV and|pritons and Frenchmen may dream of a
ach we hear Tl has not, on|® Napoles Germany and her allies||jjeralization of Germany to come when
v relinble t¢ ror von the vietories of Napoleon; the war is over, and to come from within,
giat where the Germar are ready |" JUCES LS his domina- |yt they can no longer hope for any
r willing to submit to terms tated by n of the Contine Thev have never change made h}‘ their hands which could
their foes; nor do the German people cor what he did: that is, temporarily put| cypvive their withdrawal. Two years of
#ive that such an out f the war oul one oppont Napoleon put out war have demonstrated the unity of Ger
possible, Austria at Austerlitz, Prussin at Jena and pany: they have eliminated the possibil-
Peace No Nearer Russia at Friedlan
!tl'f‘.il'll‘.'-'. then, we are no nearer an I'he Allies count or imber ' wealth, DAVID
igreement hetween th tending forces 'S iperior resources and the control of the 2 5
tan we were one or two vears ago. After €@ They point to the records of the past
w0 years of unprecedented waste and suf- |I7 the great coalition wars, and they are
lesing neither of the great alliances has GDI€ 10 say 1hat LHEKS litions ultimately
wn anything that approaches a decisive WOIE down
tiory. Save for the tiny corner of the |Plal ed to-day,
sntinental battlefield which is Rumania,|feats and disas
that they have

German Empire.

LLOYD GEORGE.

Gen. A.

ity of a remodelling of Germany fromifrom French armics. The German cal-

withaut
As to Austrin the case is different, yet
who shall say now that it is as easy lo

helieve that the diszolution of the ancient

culations of peace no longer include the

occupation of France from Belfort to

Calais,
Not less complete hus been the refutation

state inevitalle as it was two years of the German assertions as to Britain. To
w0, when Lemberg was # recent event? day contingents from all British colonies

The weaknesses that were to be expected
have developed. They have hrought defeats

and disasters, but Austria has survived.

"The Slave who fought badly against the

tussians have fought splendidly against
the Italians. The entrance of Italy, with
her designs upon Dalmatia revealed, en-

listed the Southern Slavs; the coming of
Rumania, with her aspirations in Transyl-

vania, removed the last as to

Hun

question

garian perseverance to the end, To-

day Austrin-Hungary does not look per-
in the same sensge that Germany

ubstantially indivisible, but much

manent
light chatter about the passing of the
Hapsburgs has become silent, and if
there remains a doubt it is whether Aus-
trian and Hungary will pass under the
domination of Germany or Hungary will
assert its control over Austria and Buda
repluce Vienna as a world capital.
Turkish Vitality

Nor shall we deny to the Turk & simi-

lar vitalitv. After two years his empire

holds despite defeats in Armenia. Con-
stantinople remains impregnable, there is
no outward evidence of internal decay and
ierman organization has given new force
Turkish troops are

fichting in Galicia and in the Dobrudja,

to Turkish numbers.

and the Oriental Express still performs its
appointed journey from Hamburg to Stam-
boul, from the Elbe to the Golden Horn,
he sign and symbol of that Middle Eu-
rope  which German arms have made a
tact.

[.ooking now on the other side of the
pieture, we perceive equally plain German
miscaleulations. Above all, the German
conceptions of France and Great Hritain
must strike even the German as ridiculous
to-day. The cardinal doctrine of all Ger-
man patriotic faith less than two years
and a half age was that France was de-

vigorous blow of virile Germany. Germans
of every rank and condition believed it,
and Gernran military policy was based
upon this helief. France was to be abol-
i<hed as a military power in six weeks,
unil now, when nearly five times six months
have passed, France remains unbroken and

the heaviest German defeats have come

NEW BRITISH

¥
Irepofi, the New Premier of Russia.

adent and that she would fall to the first|

fighting in Belgium and Franee;

South African troops are extinguishing
the last flicker of German light in Africa;
the

are

and Australians are in
the

Egypt has been annexed and has not re

Canadians

trenches at Sompre. India iz quiet

volted. Britain has adopted eonscription
and raised millions, The empire that de-
fended itself by mercenaries and lacked
the manhood to endure national service
has accepted the Teutonic system and is
beginning to get the German results,
The New Russia

Nor is the awakening as to Russia les
complete. After disasters
Russia returned last spring to the attack
land in a few short weeks disposed of 800,-
000 Austrian troops, taking nearly half
|prisoners. Every intrigue of the court
|and the nobles for a separate peace has
been thwarted, and slowly, painfully, but
unmistakably, a new Russia is being de-

veloped which Is controlled by those who

defeats and

have no sympathy with German ideas or
German rulers; a liberal Russin is rising
on Germany's eastern marches, a Russia
whose very vastness containg a permanent
IIT!!“'!';.'I.L'f' to Teutonisnr,

And so we may say that on both sides
of the present firing lines there has been
an enormous disillusionment, and this dis-
illusienment has been the sole contribution
to peace of two years and a half of war.
{On both sides there
now recognized that would not have been

are certain things

conceded before. Germany recognizes the
permanence of France and of Britain, the
The Entente

Allies recognize the futility of their earlier

enduring menace of Russia.

notions of remaking Gernmany to suit their

own democratic ideals or selfish aims; they'

perceive that Austria is not yet neces-
sarily doomed and they behold Turkey still

enduring.
Abandoned Dreams

| All these things are a gain for peace.
| All these things contribute to the removal
of which

were, while they continued, a permanent

ideas and misapprehensions

harrier to any possible peace settlement

now or hereafter. On the German side

they mean & temporary or permanent

abandonment of any dream that world
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IS PEACE IMPOSSIBLE?P—A GENERAL SURVEY

Certain Hlusions Have Been Abandoned

the Allies, but the

| Fundamental Battle Between Slav
and Teuton Remains — War
of Exhaustion to Decide

Copyright 1916—T

lomination can be attained in this war. On
the Allied side they dispose of any hope or
belief that Germany can be removed as a
fact and probably as an enduring danger

t are to come; certainly the
he removed by & German

¢ years the
dunger can o
decision uninfluenced by external pressure.

What, then, remains before peace can be
made? If Germany is prepared to evacu-
ate Belgium and Northern France, condi-

tions that even the German will recognize

are necessary antecedents to any settle-

ment, what ure the remaining obstacles?

The answer is simple. France will under

no circumstances make peace now without

the retrocession of Alsace-Lorraine. Rus-

sia will not make peace without the return

of all of her occupied territory, without the

restoration of Serbia and without the pos-
session of Constantinople, Italy will not
make peace without Trieste, *he Trentino
tand Dalmatia. Rumania has the guarantee
f  all she shall have
Transylvania and Bukovina. where nearly
2 000,000 Rumanians As for
' Britain, we know that it would not be pos-
sible for her, even if she desired it, as she
loes not, to persuade Australia to sur-
render the German colonies she has taken,
South Africa to retire from the German
provinces she has conquered, her ally

her allies that

dwell.

Japan to give up Kiau-chau.
The Conflicting Claims
There is no gredat value in analyzing

these various claims now; they are of un-
equal value; they will appeal to Americans
differently as American sympathy, knowl-
edge, conviction varies in these several

great problems, But the main fact re-
mains that every one of the contestants
on the Allies' side to-day prefers to con-
tinue the war rather than to surrender the
hope which a protraction of the war holds
aut for them that they may acquire what
they helieve to be theirs by moral right or
necessary to their safety in view of pres-
ont or future peril coming from Germany.

Anid on what terms would Germany and
her allies make peace? We may fairly
dismiss from the reckoning the possibility
Ithat Germany will now claim Belgium or
any portion of French soil, because such
claims weuld close the question of peace
altogether. On the other hand, we may be
sure Germany will insist upon the per-
manence of that Polish state she has cre-
ated ont of Russian Poland, a state to be
under Austro-German protection and to
serve as a barrier against Russia, a bhuffer
state, not inmpossibly to be increased by
the addition of Austrian Poland when
Austria has been otherwise remunerated.
| Conceivably Germany will also insist upon
the creation of a state of Lithuania, also
under her protection, but this remains
doubtful, Probably her present pro-
gramme for Eastern expansion would be
fulfilled by the Polish concession,

As for Austria, she might consent to
rive the Trentino south of Botzen to Italy,

Aristide Briand, Premier of France.

he Tribune Ass'n

{but she never would resign Trieste or Dal-
matia. For herself she would claim the
right to decide the fate of Serbia, of Mon-
tenegro and of Albania. The Macedonian
portion of Serbia would certainly be ceded
to Bulgaria; the balance might be joined
with Austrian and Hungarian Slav prov-
inces, it might be surrendered to Hun-
gary, it might be erected into a dependent
but titularly independent kingdom under
an Austrian prince; but as a free state it
would vanish.

In addition to Berbian territory, includ-
ing Monastir and Nish, Bulgarla would
receive the Rumanian Dobrudja and Greek
Kavala, while Greece would have Southern
Albania, now marked for Italy and occu-
pied by Italian troops. As for Turkey,
she would keep what she has and accept
‘her losses in Armenia and Egypt.

| Slav Against Teuton

| We have here the sum of the differences,
then—France, Italy and Rumania claiming
their lost provinces (Alsuce-Lorraine,
| Trieste and the Trentino, Transylvania) as
the permanent barriers to peace, together
with the Russian claim to Constantinople.
To balance them we have the (ierman
claim to Poland, the Austrian claim to
Serbia, the determination of the Central
| Powers o reward their Bulgarian ally, as
the other alliance has pledged itself to re-
ward Rumania.

And the real battle is between the Slav
and the Tewton. The possession of Alsace-
Lorraine by France, of Trieste and tha
Trentino by Italy will not materially
change the European situation. But the
possession of Constantinople by the Turk,
actually subjected to German direction, or
the passing of Constantinople to the
Czars will constitute the biggest change
in European territory in nearly five cen-
turies, a change, whichever
fraught with peril for all the Mediter-
ranean powers and full of meaning for
Britain, now the possessor of Egypt and
India.

Those who would understand the present
obstacles to peace must recognize that
neither alliance would now consent to re-
turn to the conditions of 1014; that such a
return would, in fact, be a confession of

surrender for the Central Powers, hecause
it would mean the restoration of Serbia
land the renewal of the Russian threat to
| Constantinople. They must understand
the French feeling toward Alsace-Lor-
raine, a sentiment compounded of moral
conviction and the belief that the war has
demonstrated that France is indefensible
without the Rhine frontier; the Italian
sentiment in the matter of “unredeemed
Italy,” plus the conviction, strengthened
by the war, that Northern Italy is inde-
fensible while Austria holds Trent.

Exhaustion to Decide

prevails,

Conversely, they must grasp the German
belief that only with a Polish buffer state
will Germany be safe against the onrush
of the Slav, that only with the door to the
Near East open and in Austrian and Tur-
kish hands will Germany be able to reap
any harvest from her vast sacrifices or
preserve any future commensurate with
her rank as a world power and commensu-
rate, too, with the world empires of her
opponents, which remain unshaken and,
indeed, increased by the preseat conflict,

Here is the final answer to any present
possibility of peace. Such progress as has
been made toward peace has been made
by the removal of illusions. A limit has
been set to the hopes and ambitions of all
the combatants, but what still seems to
each group possible far exceeds anything
| the other will concede. Unless there be a
:sweeping success by one group of powers
aver the other, which is extremely unlikely,
jor a change of sides by one power, which
grows more and more unlikely, the pros-
pect is for 8 war of exhaustion, lasting un-
til one group is worn out ¢r both groups,
having approached exhaustion with equal
step, at last consent to settle around the
green table what cannot be settled by bat-
[tle. This means another Treaty of West.
phalia or of Utrecht, just as the defeat of
Germany now, and not two vears ago,
would mean another Congress of Vienna,
a congress in which the essential unity of
the defeated nations would be recognized
as the first condition of permanent peacs.

1 have to apologize to my readers for
a rather humiliating slip last week by
which the Hundred Days were described as
extending from the landing of Napoleon
at St. Helena to the collapse of his empire.
The landing, was, of course, not at St
Helena, but from Elba,




